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Letters to the Editors 





Life of Church Members Is Decisive Factor 





° 
Appeal of Witnesses 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Some time ago you listed some material 
about Jehovah's Witnesses in THE Ovrt- 
Look. I cannot find it in my files, and 
would appreciate it if you would send me 
the names of one or two good things on 
the subject. 

One of the ladies in my church has be- 
come interested in the Witnesses, and is 
on the verge of leaving the church. She 
und I have had regular discussions dur- 
ing the past several months. It is fairly 
easy to point out inconsistencies in their 
doctrine, and to turn their logic upon 
them, but it is in life that loyalty is won. 
And her reasons for turning to the Wit- 
nesses form an indictment of the church. 
When, in our discussions, their theology 
breaks down, she always says, “But look 
at the difference in life. In your church, 
people are always bickering and gossip- 
ping. I have found none of that in the 
Witnesses. Your church seems to be satis- 
fied. It is hard to get them to do any- 
thing. The Witnesses are full of zeal. 
They are eager to give time and effort 
to the work. Don’t you think that they 
must be right because of the difference it 
makes in their lives?” 

I try to answer her, but am largely 
silent, because it is too nearly true. If 
this person is lost to the church, it will 
be not only because of the attractiveness 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, but much more 
because of the unattractiveness of the 
church. Her blood will be upon our hands. 

/s/ Pastor. 

e We did not recommend Jehovah's 
Witnesses by Royston Pike (Philosophical 
Library) as the best in this field since it 
does not deal adequately with the errors 
of the movement. Better are: A chapter 
in Christian Deviations, by Horton Davies 
(Philosophical Library, $2.75) and a more 
thorough discussion in The Religious 
Bodies of America, by F. E. Mayer, Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis. Also: 
Jehovah of the Watchtower, by Martin & 
Klann. Biblical Truth Publishing Society. 
N. Y., $1.75; 


Why a Joy Gift? 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


During the month of December local 
churches of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
will receive an offering for retired minis- 
ters of the church. This is an annual 
offering for Ministerial Relief known as 
the “Joy Gift” and it goes to retired or 
disabled ministers and lay missionaries, 
and to the widows and minor orphans of 
ministers. 

According to the Board of Annuities and 
Relief, which administers the gift, the 
proceeds of the Joy Gift offering in many 
instances make the actual difference be- 
tween bare existence and relative comfort 
for many recipients. The Ministers’ An- 
nuity Fund did not become effective until 
1940, and ministers who retired prior to 
the opening of the Fund are not eligible 
for annuity benefits. Many of them, too, 
cannot qualify for Social Security. Also, 
there are some retired ministers who, al- 


though they were members of the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund at the time of retire- 
ment, were not able to build up adequate 
annuities. Ministerial Relief in many 
instances must be used to supplement these 
small annuities. 

In 1954 Joy Gift funds were distributed 
to 336 homes of beneficiaries of Minister- 
ial Relief and 324 homes of annuitants 
of the Ministers’ Annuity Fund. 

The Board estimates that because of 
increased costs of living, gifts to its work 
will have to be larger for the needs of the 
retired servants of the church to be pro- 
vided for adequately. 

CHas. J. CURRIE. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Ministers Have no Crystal Ball 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


In answer to Wilbur LaRoe’s article on 
“Hospital visitation” and “What is the 
matter with Presbyterians?” for not call- 
ing on their sick, (OuTLOOK, Nov. 21) 
here are two things that are the matter: 

(1) Presbyterians going to the hospital 
advise their families, their clubs and their 
places of business. They do not tell their 
pastor. 

(2) Ministers are not provided with 
a crystal ball by which they can discover 
that sick parishioners are in the hospital. 

STEWART ROBERTSON. 
St. Paul, Minn. 


Princeton Choir Plans 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

The Princeton Seminary Choir is plan- 
ning its 1956 summer tour to cover some 
of the central and south central states, 
Mexico and part of Central America. It 
will leave Princeton on June 5, cross 
Pennsylvania, southern Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois, and then travel southwest through 
Missouri, Oklahoma, Texas, and New Mex- 
ico, entering Mexico at El Paso, Texas. 
Then the route will lead through Chihua- 
hua, Durango, Guadalajara to Mexico City. 
After about a week in Mexico the group 
will move on to Guatemala and pos- 
tries, returning through Mexico to Laredo 
or Brownsville, Texas. The return trip 
through the states will take the choir 
through Texas, Arkansas, Tennessee, Vir- 
ginia, and Maryland. 

This tour is planned to cover areas from 
which many requests have already come. 
As usual, the choir will sing on the aver- 
age of twice a day and will visit as many 
churches and other institutions as pos- 
sible. Inquiries may be sent to the under- 
signed, and definite dates will be offered 
soon after March 15. In so far as possible 
requests will be honored in order of re- 
ceipt. 

Davin HuGH JONEs. 
Princeton Seminary, Princeton, N. J. 


COVER 


The shepherd scene is one of the illus- 
tration by Rafaello Busoni in the remarkable 
new volume, ‘’A Treasury of Christmas Songs 
and Carols,’’ edited by Henry W. Simon and 
published by Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston 
(see page 15). 


Bids for ‘57 U. S. Assembly 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


The Committee on the Office of the Gen. 
eral Assembly at its meeting on March 
15, 1956 will receive and act upon invita- 
tions for the 1957 Meeting of the Genera] 
Assembly. 

The Assembly at its 95th Meeting in 
Richmond voted to go on a self-sustaining 
basis in the matter of entertainment and 
placed the matter of the time and place 
in the hands of the Committee. 

While the meeting of the Assembly will 
be self-sustaining there will be certain 
obligations and responsibilities resting 
upon the hosts to the meeting which will 
require some degree of expense. The ex- 
pense involved will be largely for pre- 
assembly arrangements. 

Those issuing an invitation must be able 
to assure the committee of adequate hotel 
space and feeding arrangements, together 
with local clearance for a date in the last 
week in April or the first week in May. 
Invitations should be forwarded to the un- 
dersigned at 341-A Ponce de Leon Ave., 
N. E., Atlanta 8, Georgia, on or before 
March 1, 1956. 

E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Pittsburgh Note 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Bravo! to Dr. Frederick Olert for his 
courage with the truth (OUTLOOK, Dec. 5, 
Pp. 4). 

Presbyterians built the first church 
building of the Christian faith in. Pitts- 
burgh in 1787. A member of that con- 
gregation, our first industrialist, Col. 
James O’Hara gave the lot for the first 
Roman denomination or sect built in 1811. 

So now we are already so Romanized 
here, and freedom of the press is already 
so far gone here that Reformation Day 
truth sent to the papers is silenced. Dr. 
Olert can be thankful that where he spoke, 
it was published for Catholics and all to 
read! 

Rosert W. YouNG. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Institutes Scheduled 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


These are dates and places for the 1956 
Town AND Country PAstTors’ INSTITUTES: 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, 
Virginia—January 24-27, 1956; Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary, Louisville, Ken- 
tucky—January 24-27, 1956; Arkansas- 
Missouri-Oklahoma area—Fayetteville, 
Arkansas—February 13-16, 1956; Columbia 
Seminary area, Druid Hills Church, 
Atlanta, Ga.—March 5-8, 1956; Austin 
Seminary area—Not yet planned. 

Leaders for these institutions include: 
Dr. Edward K. Ziegler at Union Semi- 
nary; Dr. R. H. Bainton and Dr. Chuck 
Templeton at Louisville; Dr. James Sells 
at Druid Hills; Rev. Dale Madearis at 
Fayetteville. 

Copies of the complete program at each 
place are available upon request. Invita- 
tions are being mailed to pastors of town 
and country churches who have been 
nominated by the presbytery executives 
or Church Extension Chairman. If there 
are some pastors who are not nominated, 
and who desire to attend, please write to 
me. 

JAMES M. Carr, Secretary 
Town and Country Church Department 
341-B Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., 
Atlanta 8, Georgia. 
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College Presidents’ Meeting 


Lowry Says Colleges 
Must Have MONEY 


CHICAGO (RNS)—Churchmen will have 
to give as never before if the nation’s 
church colleges are to stay in business, 
Howard F. Lowry, president of the Pres- 
byterian (USA) College Union, warned 
here. 

Dr. Lowry, president of the College 
of Wooster (Ohio), said the typical 
Presbyterian college will have to increase 
its endowment at least $10,000,000 in the 
next decade to maintain its present serv- 
ices. 

He spoke at a conference of presidents, 
public relations directors and develop- 
ment officers of the 41 schools affiliated 
with the union. 


From 6 or 7 to 4 or 5% 


Endowment investments that once 
vielded seven or eight per cent now bring 
only four or five per cent, Dr. Lowry 
pointed out. 

He cited “the most difficult financial 
problem of competing with secular col- 
leges in salaries for first-rate teachers and 
providing adequate physical plants.” 

“Tf church colleges are to have a mean- 
ingful place in higher education of the 
future,’ Dr. Lowry said, “churches and 
individuals are going to have to give 
financial support far beyond everything 
in the past.” 

He said he was opposed to government 
subsidization of church colleges because 
“some colleges must remain free of state 
and federal support to maintain the rich 
diversity of American education.” 

“It seems important that private col- 
leges should remain private,” he added. 

The 41 schools represented at the two- 
day conference have a total enrollment of 
30,000 students taught by faculties to- 
taling 2,000. 

“Only the church college,” Dr. Lowry 
observed, ‘‘can express its faith in every 
department, can see that there is no 
divorce of religion from economics, his- 
tory, literature, art, philosophy and the 
social sciences.” 


Many Have Forgotten 

Hugh Ivan Evans, New York, director 
of the Presbyterian, USA, Church Foun- 
dation, said that too many church people 
base their religious gifts on what it 
costs to keep a fire burning in the local 
church. 


Washington Communion 


Following several years when U. S. 
and United Presbyterian Assembly Mod- 
erators have joined in the communion 
service in the National (USA) Presby- 
terian Church in Washington at the open- 
ing of Congress, a new plan will be used 
this year. 

At the insistence of the Washington 
Federation of Churches, the president 
of that body will participate in the serv- 
ice along with the Presbyterian USA 
Moderator, the pastor of the National 
Church and the president of the National 
Council of Churches. 

The service will be held on Tuesday, 
Jan, 3. 


Handel’s “Messiah” Is Sung 
By 2,000 Singers in 65 Areas 


Los ANGELES (RNS)—Handel’s ora- 
torio, “The Messiah,” was presented si- 
multaneously by some 2,000 singers at 
65 different locations in southern Cali- 
fornia and lower Nevada to herald the 
opening of the Christmas season. 


It was the ninth annual mass rendi- 
tion of this traditional Christmas work 
sponsored by the Los Angeles Church 
Federation and the Southern California 
Council of Protestant Churches. 

About 500 churches participated in 
this year’s project, believed to be the most 
widespread performance of “The Mes- 
siah” since it was written in 1741. Fed- 
eration officials estimated the audiences 
totalled 100,000 persons. 

Guiding genius behind the annual 
event is Dr. Gordon Bachlund, music 
director for the two sponsoring organiza- 
tions, who became blind in December, 
1950. Since conceiving and organizing 
the project nine years ago, he has carried 
it on to new records each succeeding year 
despite his blindness. 





He warned that many churchmen have 
forgotten their local congregations are 
only a small part of a denomination with 
world-wide interests. 

The foundation, with income from a 
$4,000,000 investment, must help sup- 
port 41 colleges, nine seminaries, foreign 
and national missions programs, a re- 
ligious education program and a retired 
ministers’ pension fund, Dr. Evans noted. 

“All these causes have unmet needs 
while Presbyterians are putting millions 
of dollars into non-Presbyterian causes,” 
he said. 


Adlai Stevenson Joins 
Presbyterian Church 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS)—Adlai 
E. Stevenson, 1952 Democratic Presiden- 
tial nominee and announced candidate 
for his party’s nomination in 1956, has 
joined a Presbyterian church, the Min- 
neapolis Star reported. Mr. Stevenson 
previously listed his religion as Unitarian. 

The Star said he became a member of 
First Presbyterian church of Lake For- 
est, Ill., in October. It quoted Mrs. 
Robert C. Andrus, wife of the church’s 
pastor, as saying Mr. Stevenson was re- 
ceived with a group of other new mem- 
bers on the basis of ‘‘confession of faith.” 

Mrs. Andrus said Mr. Stevenson has 
had a long relationship with the Lake 
Forest church. His children went to 
Sunday school there, she said, and he 
has attended the church when staying at 
his nearby Libertyville farm. 

While he was governor of Illinois, Mr. 
Stevenson attended the First Presbyterian 
church in Springfield. 

Mrs. Andrus said Mr. Stevenson was 
“most anxious” that his joining the Pres- 
byterian church should not be publicized 
or given a political motivation. 

Mr. Stevenson’s action means he will 
have to revise one of his favorite quips 
about himself. 

“Tf it’s true that politics is the art of 
compromise, I’ve had a good start,” he 
was fond of saying. ‘“‘My mother was a 
Republican and a Unitarian, my father 
was a Democrat and a Presbyterian. I 
ended up in his party and her church.” 


In addition to his father’s Presbyterian 
membership, Mr. Stevenson has many 
other associations in the same church. A 
great grandfather (Lewis Warner Green) 
was a Presbyterian minister who served 
successively as president of Hampden- 
Sydney and Centre Colleges. ‘There are 
other Presbyterians in his background 
including Fielding Ewing, an early Pres- 
byterian pastor in Bloomington, IIl., for 
whom Ewing Hall at McCormick Sem- 
inary is named. 

Writing three years ago in THE PREs- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK (Nov. 3, 1952), R. 
P. Graebel, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church in Springfield, Ill, dis- 
cussed Mr. Stevenson’s religious back- 
ground. He told of reading some of Mr. 
Stevenson’s mother’s letters which re- 
vealed her to be “‘a deeply spiritual per- 
sonality with a firm faith in God.” 

Dr. Graebel also quoted Mr. Steven- 








son as saying to him on one occasion, 
“The best thing about being a Unitarian 
is that you can really believe what you 
believe on the highest level. After all, it 
was a Unitarian who wrote, ‘In the Cross 
of Christ I Glory,’ and it was a Unitarian 


NCC Omaha Meeting 


who wrote, ‘Nearer, My God, to Thee.’ ” 

Continuing, Dr. Graebel said, “This 
conversation was precipitated by a re- 
porter who said to me, ‘How come the 
Governor sings the Doxology? I thought 
he was a Unitarian.’ ” 


Blake Urges No Ceiling on 
Churches’ Cooperative Work 


OMAHA, NEB. (RNS)—Eugene Carson 
Blake, president of the National Council 
of Churches, urged here that “no ceil- 
ing” be set on the activities the nation’s 
churches are doing together. 

This applies to projects of the future 
as well as the present, the Protestant 
leader told some 450 churchmen attend- 
ing a dinner on the occasion of the Na- 
tional Council’s fifth anniversay. The 
observance was held in connection with 
a meeting here of the agency’s General 
Board. 

Citing a proposed $13,000,000 budget 
to cover the work of the National Coun- 
cil in 1956, Dr. Blake said: ‘Let us 
not be so short-sighted as to be intimi- 
dated by large figures. . . . The fact is 
that the program of the Council itself 
is inadequate when you realize how much 
we all depend on it.” 

Outlining the National Council’s fu- 
ture course, Dr. Blake warned ‘‘We must 
avoid becoming a movement which gets 
its strength from what it is against.” 

He reminded his listeners that the 
National Council ‘‘by its constitution, is 
more than a pro-Protestant organization.” 

“Tt must assume such a Christian and 
friendly and forgiving practice toward 
the Roman Catholic Church,” he said, 
“as well as strengthen those within that 
communion, a not inconsiderable body, 
who are unhappy at the present intran- 
sigent exclusiveness and isolation of their 
own Church.” 

Dr. Blake also cautioned that it would 
be “no less than tragic” if the National 
Council failed to grow in constituent 
membership as well as in the number 
and extent of its projects. 


Southern Baptists 

He stressed the need for concern that 
“there are millions of Protestant Chris- 
tians whose churches are not yet in the 
Council, including the largest Convention 
of Baptists and the second largest Lu- 
theran Church.” 

His reference was to the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention, with a membership of 
more than 8,000,000 and the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, with 2,000,000 
members. 

“T have no program or strategy to sug- 
gest in this connection,” he continued, 


4 


“but I do call upon all of us to be awake 
to the importance of the cultivation by 
us of all those Churches which according 
to the words of the preamble of our Coun- 
cil constitution accept ‘Jesus Christ as 
the Divine Lord and Saviour.’ ” 


To Help Ousted Men 

Five Southern clergymen ousted from 
their pulpits over the race segregation 
issue were pledged assistance by the Gen- 
eral Board in a resolution which was 
adopted. 

The resolution also urged Gov. W. 
Averill Harriman of New York to weigh 
carefully the attempt of South Carolina 
to extradite a sixth pastor who fled from 
his home in the latter state. It said 
extradition might risk the clergyman’s 
life in the “highly-charged atmosphere 
presently in that state.” 

The board called on the national 
church bodies of the five ministers to 
“secure other places of Christian service 
for them.” 

It also directed Church World Service, 
the Council’s welfare agency, to canvass 
member bodies to seek ways of setting 
up a relief program “for ministers and 
their people, white or Negro, who are 
victims of persecution as a result of their 
efforts on behalf of justice.” 

The resolution authorized expansion 
of the Council’s Department of Racial 
and Cultural Relations “for work pri- 
marily in the areas of greatest tension.” 

The names of the five dismissed min- 
isters were reported in an earlier board 
session as: Roy C. Delamotte of Miss.; 
Marsh M. Callaway of Durant, Miss.; 
Ed. Jones of Parkin, Ark.; Robert Trot- 
man of Terrell Countv, Ga.; and C. Jack- 
son Stafford of Batesburg, S. C. 

The extradition case, awaiting action 
by Gov. Harriman, involves J. A. De- 
laine of Lake City, S. C. He was de- 
scribed as a pastor of an African Metho- 
dist Episcopal church who “had his 
church burned.” The board heard that 
Mr. Delaine fled to New York City “after 
his home was fired upon” and that he is 
now facing extradition proceedings in 
New York on a South Carolina writ “for 
having returned the shots of those who 
fired upon his home.” 

A preamble to the lengthy resolution 


said support was being given the six 
clergymen because they were suffering 
hardships as a result “‘of their loyalty to 
justice, their practice of goodwill, and 
their obedience to law according to the 
decision of the United States Supreme 
Court on desegregation in the public 
schools which we have already com- 
mended in principle.” 

The board warned that “the national 
welfare and the effectiveness of America’s 
witness for freedom in the world com- 
munity are critically influenced and con- 
ditioned by our behavior in this situa- 
tion.” 

“We urge all agencies of government, 
local, state and federal,” it said, “to 
resist the temptation to allow possible 
partisan political advantage to inhibit 
them from the responsible and courageous 
maintenance of human rights and fur- 
therance of justice.” 


Tax Funds and Schools 

In other actions the Council: 

Opposed movements seeking public 
funds for church schools, saying that 
there is no difference in seeking tax funds 
for church schools and in seeking such 
funds for churches themselves, since both 
contribute to the national welfare; 

Pledged itself to help strengthen public 
schools and to improve religious educa- 
tion in home and church; 

Urged member churches to press the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture to re- 
lease surplus grain for overseas needy; 

Adopted a 1956 budget of $12,978,350. 


Music Speeds the Mails 


Tampa, FLA. (RNS)—Christmas carols 
will be played in post offices here to soothe 
the nerves of employees handling the 
thousands of pieces of holiday mail. 

Amplifiers are being installed in all 
work rooms of the main post office build- 
ing. Employees bought the equipment 
themselves from soft drink box earnings. 

The nine postal stations around Tampa 
also will be “mailing with music.” Radio- 
phonograph combinations have been pur- 
chased for these. 

Postmaster S. G. Harrison said the 
music idea was the employees’ own and 
he heartily approved of it. 


HYMNBOOK EXCHANGE 


With many churches purchasing the 
new Presbyterian Hymnbook, old hym- 
nals, some in good’ condition, will be 
available as gifts to other churches need- 
ing them. Free listings will be carried 
in these columns, showing churches of- 
fering such hymnals and those needing 
them. Condition of the books as well 
as the number should be shown and the 
title: whether the current U. S. or USA 
hymnals or the Hymnal for Christian 
Worship. Shipping charges should be 
paid by the receiving church. 
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A Christmas Meditation 


More Than a Merry Christmas 


LD yet ever fresh, year after year, 
is the familiar greeting, ‘Merry 
Christmas.” Life needs its time of mer- 
riment just as streams of water need their 
rapids to keep them pure. “Mirth is 
from God,” declared St. Theresa, the 
mystic, ‘“‘and dullness is from the devil.” 
It is good at Christmas to let mirth 
and jollity come bubbling to the surface 
of our lives. But the limitations of merri- 
ment are seen if we try to interchange the 
traditional words of our holiday greeting 
end say, “A Happy Christmas and a 
Merry New Year.” 


We can be merry on certain days 
but hardly for a year. 


The first Christmas greeting was a call 
to joy, not to mere merriment. “I bring 
you good tidings of great joy which shall 
be to all people, for unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior which 
is Christ the Lord.” Joy is more than 
mirth. It is a vivid and animating pleas- 
ure, inspired by the perception of some- 
thing which seems productive of good. 
It quickens the spirit, enlivens the coun- 
tenance, gives radiance to the eve. 


Countertcit Joys 

As Dean Lynn Harold Hough reminds 
us, “There is all the difference in the 
world between joy about a Savior and 
joy without a Savior.” And he adds 
that ‘“‘most of the cynicism of the world 
is the aftermath of counterfeit joys.” 
When gaiety is but the passing stimulat- 
ing of an artificial mood, when it is 
but the lightning flash of an appetite 
indulged, it leaves an emptiness like that 
of a deserted and disarranged night club 
on the morning after a New Year’s cele- 
bration. 

But Christmas continues and grows 
because it reopens the springs of genuine 
joy. It clears away the false and formal 
things which fill and clog our natures 
and lets the simple, elemental, natural 
things come through. The innocence and 
purity of childhood, the unfathomable 
love of motherhood, the kindly ministries 
of shepherds, the humble adoration of the 
wise men—in these we feel again the 
things by which and for which we are 
made. Although the earth may seem old 
with its burden of care, at Christmas it 
always is young. 

While many will make merry without 
a Savior, let us try to catch the Christmas 
joy about a Savior. 

First of all, it is the joy of a saving 
light. Admiral Peary, after his long ex- 


DR. SOCKMAN is the minister of Christ 
Church, Methodist, New York, and well 
known for his radio broadcasting. 
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By RALPH W. SOCKMAN 


perience in the Arctic, declared that the 
worst menace which men had to fight 
was not the cold but the darkness. The 
long nights near the North Pole took 
a heavy toll of morale and health. Sun- 
light is essential to the health of the 
leaf on the tree, the skin on the body and 
the spirit in the man. As a boy I was 
often afraid in the dark. It is not hard 
for me to imagine what terrors the nights 
must have held for primitive men before 
they learned the laws of nature and the 
explanation of darkness. In their ig- 
norance they peopled the shadows with 
frightening possibilities. 

Hence it is little wonder that the Old 
Testament spoke of the coming Redeemer 
in terms of light breaking into darkness. 
Listen to the prophet: ‘The people that 
walked in darkness have seen a great 
light.” 

The citizens of Palestine lived in a 
dark world. They had been overrun by 
conquering nations. They were satellites 
of the Caesars in Rome. Their sick souls 
tossed restlessly like patients in pain 
waiting for the dawn and a Deliverer. 

In this darkness Christ was born at 
Bethlehem. He was hailed as “the life 
which was the light of men.” The birth 
of Christ brought a saving light to il- 
lumine the life which is in each of us, 
to show us that we are not mere morsels 
of flesh raised from the dust and doomed 
to rot again into it, but that we are 
immortal souls, children of a Heavenly 
Father who so loves us “that he gave his 
Only Begotten Son that whosoever be- 
liveth on him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” 

It is therefore fitting that Christmas 
should be the festival of lights. The date 
we celebrate follows the shortest day of 
the year, for the coming of Christ to our 
spiritual climate is like the return of 
the sun to our northern hemisphere. 
Christ brings the light and warmth and 
meaning which turn life’s winter into 
spring. 

Our world, so filled with tension, at 
this moment may not seem to show it, but 
each year more of its people feel Christ’s 
springtime in their hearts. And that is 
“good tidings of great joy.” 


Hunger for Love 

A second reason for joy is that Christ 
comes as saving love. 

Cynics have often charged that Christ- 
mas is only a perpetuation of pre-Chris- 
tian pagan festivals. It is true that in the 
Near East some four thousand years ago, 
there was observed the festival of the 


New Year. And the Romans in their 
Saturnalia bedecked their halls with green 
trees and brought out candles. Dr. Earl 
Count in his delightful book, Four Thou- 
sand Years of Christmas, traces these 
pre-Christian counterparts of Christmas. 
But in all these there was very little ele- 
ment of love. So in Christ there came 
One so magnetic that he has drawn many 
pagan features into the celebration of his 
birth, such as the yule log, the Christmas 
tree, the jolly figure of Saint Nicholas. 


Why? Because Christ answers the 
hunger of the human heart for love. 


The manger at Bethlehem is the beau- 
tiful beginning of the world’s greatest 
love story. The child cradled there grew 
up in the love of a Nazarene home. Out 
of love for his people he left his carpenter 
shop for the career of an unpaid teacher 
and healer. In love he lifted the broken 
bodies and hearts of the poor, the sick, 
the sinful. He loved them even to the 
end, for even on the cross he prayed for 
his persecutors. ‘Greater love hath no 
man than this that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.” But Jesus gave his 
life not only for his friends, but also for 
his enemies, even for all the world. 


Never the Same Again 


Since Christ’s love was revealed, the 
world has never been as it was before. 
Out of his love have grown a new rever- 
ence for womanhood, a new care for 
childhood, a new concern for the home, 
a heightened spirit of humaneness toward 
the suffering, a quickened conscience re- 
garding injustice. I am well aware of 
the darkness of our war-shadowed world, 
and yet I am confident more people 
today are praying and working for peace 
and brotherhood than ever before. 

Nearly sixty years ago a New York 
newspaper printed an editorial written 
to answer a little eight-year-old girl who 
had sent in a letter saying that some of 
her friends said there was no Santa 
Claus. Listen to the editor’s answer: 

“Virginia, your little friends are wrong. 
They have been affected by the skepticism 
of a skeptical age. They do not believe 
except what they see. ... All minds, Vir- 
ginia, whether they be men’s or children’s, 
are little . . . as measured by the intelli- 
gence capable of grasping the whole truth. 
Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He 
exists as certainly as love and generosity 
and devotion exist, and you know that they 
abound and give to your life its highest 
beauty and joy. ... The most real things 
in this world are those that neither chil- 
dren nor men can see... . Only faith, 
fancy, poetry, love, romance, can push 
aside that curtain and view and picture 
the supernal beauty and glory beyond. 
Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this 
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world there is nothing else real and abid- 
ing. 

That editor’s answer has been called 
the most famous editorial in newspaper 
history. In these dark times we talk 
much about being realistic. We usually 
mean that we must take the darkest 
possible view of our dangers and our 
surroundings. 1, too, want to be realistic. 


I do not want to be fooled by wish- 
ful thinking. But we can be deceived 
by foolish fears as well as by futile 
hopes. 

So Christmas, with its sequel through 
the centuries, convinces me that love is 
more lastingly real than our present 
hatreds, just as the sunshine is more 
lastingly real than the clouds. There- 
fore, I rejoice with those who first heard 
the “good tidings of great joy” for the 
Savior born in the city of David brought 
a saving love. 


Contrasted Powers 

And the Savior’s light and love have 
proved also to be a saving power. The 
Christmas story contains an interesting 
study in contrasted powers. Joseph and 
Mary went up to Bethlehem because of 


a decree sent out by Caesar Augustus that 
all the empire should be taxed. Caesar 
Augustus—what a name to ponder. The 
mightiest monarch the world had seen up 
to that time. On his words the whole 
world waited. What did Caesar Augus- 
tus know or care about the poor car- 
penter’s wife and her babe in the little 
town of Bethlehem? And in the Christ- 
mas scene is another powerful figure, 
Herod, called “the Great.’’ He had heard 
rumors that a rival might arise from 
among the Jewish people. He would risk 
no such danger. He bade the wise men 
bring him word if they found such a 
possibility. How helpless looked that 
Babe in the manger under the shadow 
of Herod’s murderous intent! 


A few years later in the reign of Cae- 
sar’s successor, Jesus died on a cross. 
But the lowly manger of his birth and 
ignominious cross of his death did not 
stop the Christ from outliving Herod and 
Caesar. Today they would scarcely be 
remembered except for their connection 
with the Christmas story. Just as the 
root of a growing tree can crack the solid 
pavement, so the divine life which was 
in the Bethlehem Babe has cracked the 


@ While practically everybody keeps reminding you that 


“Christmas is for the children, 


‘ 


it is good to remember that 


crowns of kings and despots down the 
centuries. 

Vet the supreme power of the One 
born in Bethlehem is that he saves 
people from their sins. 

That is why they called his name 
Jesus. That is the power above all others 
which our world so desperately needs 
today. And that is the reason above all 
others why Christmas to the Christian is 
more than merry. It brings the “good 
tidings of great joy that unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord.” 

As all of us rejoice once again in the 
joy and gladness of Bethlehem, may the 
spirit of Christ be born in us anew, teach- 
ing our love to remember, our anger to 
forgive, our unkindness to forget. May 
that spirit make cheerful our homes that 
little children may laugh and _ parents 
rejoice and the aged be happy. May it 
spread abroad a spirit of goodwill so that 
hard hearts may be softened, fears may be 
lessened and hope may be lifted. 

May the joy of Christmas so fill us 
with compassion for our fellowmen that 
we shall find new ways to brotherhood 
and peace on earth. 


Christmas Is Also for Older People 


E ARE sure to remember the chil- 

dren at Christmas. They will be 
in the center of the stage, and in the 
center of our hearts, God bless them. 
But what of the old people—the 20,000,- 
000 of them in our country above 60 
years of age! They will not be on the 
stage nor in the limelight. They will be 
in the background and the shadows, too 
often left to feel alone and lonely, neglect- 
ed and forgotten, longing for some token 
that they are remembered. Are we to 
let Christmas and the end of the year 
pass without that token? All of us have 
some of these aged persons nearby, round 
the corner, maybe next door, pining for 
evidence that someone remembers and 
cares. 

I am one of them—one of the for- 
tunate ones, aspiring to be a crusader 
in their interest. My articles in their 
interest have not been in vain. 

Letters from some of them have come 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. They 
came out of lonely hearts, reaching out 
even to a stranger for a word of sympa- 
thy and understanding. Always it is the 
cry of lonely hearts, and often it is an 


DR. MORGAN is a retired Baptist minister 
of Wake Forest, N. C. He contributes help- 
ful articles to The Outlook and other pub- 
lications, in recent years in some papers a 
helpful series cn older people. 
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By S. L. MORGAN, Sr. 


appeal in behalf of others still more 
lonely and less fortunate than they. 


One Finger on a Typewriter 


Here are sample letters, chosen almost 
at random: 


“Yesterday I read your article on lone- 
liness. ‘Loneliness’ is the exact word. 
I’m 88, left alone, the last of 10 children. 
For years I prayed to be spared to care 
for two sisters, one a cripple for life from 
polio, the other able till near the end to 
hobble with crutches. God answered my 
prayer. But now I’m so lonely! Yet my 
thought is rather for others less fortunate 
than myself. For I ean still ‘get about’ 
a little. And with one finger I can pick 
out on an old typewriter this note of 
thanks to you for your article. Without 
it I couldn't write at all. 

“I was active in church work as long as 
I could walk. Thank you for your article 
that so exactly expresses the loneliness I 
feel. But I’m thinking more about others 
lonelier than myself, and less fortunate. 

Here’s another from a woman of 87, 
widow of a minister, now swallowed up 
in a great city of Texas. She writes of 
her loneliness, but says she thinks more 
of the loneliness of others less fortunate. 
Long a teacher in the Sunday school and 
an active visitor, until walking failed her 
at 80, she says: 


“I’ve now been a shut-in for years, and 
hungry for people. But sometimes weeks 
pass in which not a member of my church 
comes to see me, and days when no one 
rings me on the phone for a friendly word. 
I have the dearest pastor, and it is a red 
letter day when he comes and prays. But 
with hundreds of others to visit, he can 
get to see me not more than once a quarter. 
I have a home and am comfortable, and 
my thought is rather for others less for- 
tunate than I.” 


In Six Years 


A devoted churchman writes with the 
marks of culture: 


“I have the dearest pastor, and the finest 
church people I ever knew. But I’m all 
alone in a little house I built for myself. 
For I couldn't bear to be a burden to my 
children, devoted and loyal as they are, 
even to their fitting out a room for me to 
be known as ‘Papa’s Room.’ But in six 
years of my lonely life. my busy pastor 
has been to see me only twice—when I 
was sick; and in several years only one 
member of my church has been in my 
home; he is a close neighbor. What you 
say about young people is so true; they 
could come in and bring many a ray of 
sunshine.” 


We should be slow to blame aged 
parents or their children in such cases 
as the last. Old people and young couples 
just don’t fit, and they know it. My 
journalist son in San Diego has just sent 
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me his “Thanksgiving” column. A young 
Navy wife in Norfolk wrote asking him 
to go to see her mother, living in a tiny 
apartment alone in San Diego, and to try 
to persuade her to come to Norfolk to live 
with her. He went. He was touched 
with her evident loneliness and the signs 
of poverty in her bare little room. But 
she braced herself and said with stoic 
bravery, “If vou must answer the child, 
tell her I’m well and happy and have all 
I need.” 

He felt it was only a brave pretense. 
He went back to his car and took in the 
turkey the daughter had asked him to 
buy for her mother. And he watched her 
press her knuckles to her trembling lips 
to check the tears. But she remained firm 
in her stoic, resolve to continue alone, 
and let the young people live their own 
life. 

Runs Extension Department 

Here’s a different sort of letter from the 
far Southwest. It’s a lovely letter out of 
a heart that loves and cares—cares for 
the aged and shut-ins. The writer speaks 
of her ‘dear little mother 88 and a shut- 
in,” also far away. She tells of her own 
work as superintendent of the Extension 
department of her Sunday school. Re- 
peatedly in her letter she speaks of “my 
precious little shut-ins,” and says, ‘With 
my whole heart I dearly love each one 
of them.” 

Before holidays and the birthdays of 
the shut-ins she says she always does her 
utmost to send some to visit them. She 
wrote the names of all her shut-ins on 
a sheet and passed it around in the mis- 
sionary society among the 30 members 
asking each one to put her name opposite 
someone she would remember in some 
way. Only four agreed! 

She said, “I felt indignant, and I said, 
‘Every one of these will be remembered, 
if I have to do it all myself!’ They 
were shamed, and clamored for the privi- 
lege again to sign their names, and all of 
them were provided for. 

She noticed that one old lady of 88 
had no rocker in her bare little room, 
and she bought one and took it to her. 
Such kindness brought tears to her eyes, 
and she said, ‘I never before had a rocker 
in my life!” 

Her pastor declared he had never be- 
fore had anyone who cared enough for the 
old people to undertake the work of the 
Extension department. 





Pre-Inflation Investment: 3¢ 

Now is a good time to plan some little 
kindness for a lonely soul round the 
corner—or in a home for the aged. Sev- 
eral years ago at Christmas time I re- 
solved to send out 100 messages of “kind- 
ness by mail’’—on 100 postal cards. They 
were one cent then. Three of them went 
to old people in my hometown; one to 
a fine “gentleman and scholar” past 90; 
another to a wonderful old lady of 85 
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and blind; the other to a man long hon- 
ored as minister and educator, now sick, 
and sure he had come to the end of his 
way. Next evening, only a few minutes 
apart, all three rang my phone and 
thanked me with touching warmth for 
three messages of appreciation—on three 
one-cent postals! 

I wonder if I ever received so much for 
so little. Try it—at least that much for 
the aged or shut-ins. You'll find it pays. 


| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Merry Christmas? Can we not this 
year bring back something of the precious 
meaning of Christmas? We have all but 
lost its true significance as Santa Claus 
tends to supersede our Lord. We are 
prone to think more of Christmas presents 
than of the Babe of Bethlehem. 

Our Christmas joy in 1955 must, if 
we are faithful disciples, be mixed with 
deep concern, if not with sorrow, for there 
are so many millions in our world in 
prison camps and otherwise suffering to 
whom Jesus Christ must seem a mockery. 
We can honestly rejoice over the birth of 
our Savior, without whom our world 
would surely be in darkness, but at the 
same time we must pledge ourselves to 
try more faithfully to lift from human 
hearts the awful burdens that are caused 
by dictatorship, by race prejudice, by 
cruelty, by greed. Let us enter the holi- 
day season with a mixed feeling of joy 
and prayer, praising God for giving 
Jesus Christ to us, but praying that we 
may be more faithful in ministering to 
others in his name. 








Thanksgiving Beer: 


“Quietly hum 
the tune to yourself: 


“America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee 
And crown thy good 
With brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea.” 
—wNational Brewing Company, 
from Washington Post. 


Lay Theology. Laymen get pretty 
well fed up with the mystics and with 
existentialism and other theological de- 
vices for imparting a humanistic philoso- 
phy into the simple and beautiful Chris- 
tian religion. To the layman mysticism 
connotes theological fog and existential- 
ism is but a slightly sublimated human- 
ism. The layman seeks after God the 
Father and Jesus Christ the Savior. There 
is no fog or mysticism in the fatherhood 
of God or in the saving power of Jesus 
Christ. Again I ask, will theology spoil 
religion ? 


Human Suffering. Even good Chris- 
tians sometimes ask: ‘Why must people 
suffer? Would God cause suffering?” 
Jesus suffered on the Cross. Who has 
not seen men ennobled by hardship and 
pain? Thornton Wilder asked, “But for 
thy pain where would thy power be?” 
Abraham Lincoln said, “Wisdom is mint- 
ed out of mortal wounds.” The man 
who has taken a beating is better equipped 
for the next contest than one who has 
never known a scar. 


Washington, D. C. 


What Is the Christmas Spirit? 


By H. H. SMITH, Sr. 


There is a narrow view of the observ- 
ance of Christmas that leads many to 
regard it as altogether a matter of gen- 
erous giving. If they are generous with 
their gifts—regardless of how they are 
hbestowed—they feel that they have 
shown the true Christmas spirit. Some 
will give lavishly to their children but 
have slight concern for the many needy 
children in this troubled world. 


Helping Others 

It is not an easy matter to observe the 
Christmas spirit, for the true Christmas 
spirit means “having the Spirit of 
Christ.” And note that “Spirit” here 
means the Holy Spirit of Christ dwell- 
ing in our hearts. With ‘Christ within 
us” we are not carried away by the allure- 
ments of the flesh that lead so many at 
this season to indulge in an orgy of 
drinking, gluttonous feasting and other 
dissipations. With the Spirit of Christ in 
MR. SMITH is a retired Methodist minister 
of Ashland, Va. 


our hearts we are readily moved to help 
others in both material and _ spiritual 
things. 

Here is an example of the Christmas 
spirit at its best. The incident was re- 
ported in a religious periodical several 
years ago. 


“It was Sunday night, December 7, in 
New York City ... word had burst through 
every radio that Japan had attacked Amer- 
ican outposts in the Pacific . .. the very 
atmosphere was electric. . . . People were 
subdued and serious ... none more than 
were the members of the Japanese Metho- 
dist church who had gathered for their 
regular evening service, then dispersed 
to their homes. 

“The hour was late and one Japanese 
Christian hailed a taxi to take him home. 

. Arriving there, he was taking out his 
coin purse to pay his fare when the taxi 
driver said, with a note of genuine sympa- 
thy, ‘I don’t want your money, brother; 
you'll be needing it...’ and drove down 
the avenue. 

“And that Japanese Christian walked 
up the steps to his door with a lighter 
heart than he had when he left his church 
a few minutes earlier.” 
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Plight of the Schools 


It appears to be the height of absurdity 
to believe that the already-low standards 
of public education of many southern 
states can be maintained or elevated by 
any of the presently-proposed plans call- 
ing for private schools operated by tui- 
tion payments from the public treasury. 

This multiple school system as pro- 
posed by some state legislatures, in efforts 
to maintain segregation, should be looked 
at in the broad daylight of current ex- 
perience in private education. For ex- 
ample, see what President Lowry of 
Wooster (see page 4) told the Presby- 
terian College Union the other day— 
that if these church colleges are to stay 
in business they are going to have to 
receive funds as they have never received 
them before, even to maintain present 
services. 

Moreover, the rising tide of teen-agers 
has educators worried at every stage— 
how to house and teach them. In addi- 
tion to this terriffic burden, some of the 
states least able to bear their present 
burdens, are being forced by politicians 
to consider the grievous if not impossible 
task of separately operated private 
schools. Accompanying such proposals 
are literally scores of crucial questions 
that nobody appears to be able to answer. 

It would appear that the obligations 
before us, in maintaining our present 
system of independent colleges, in addi- 
tion to meeting the needs of tax-supported 
public schools would demand about all 
that we can devote to them. 

It is to be hoped, therefore, that these 
states that are now thinking about weak- 
ening the public schools by taking on 
another system of private schools will be 
restrained from such a tragic and impos- 
sible undertaking. 
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Straws in the Wind 


Jaycees. All chapters of the U. S. 
Junior Chamber of Commerce were urged 
to support the movement to “‘de-empha- 
size the extreme commercialism which has 
crept into the observance of Christmas.” 
For men of “‘commerce”’ to take such a 
stand on commercialism is an interesting 
development. 

* *£ 2 

United Effort. In Dayton, Ohio, 21 
congregations from eight denominations 
united in their efforts to secure pledges to 
the annual budget. Their United Church 
Canvass, in cooperation with the National 
Council of Churches, is one of the first 
to be conducted outside the New York- 
New England area. On Stewardship 
Sunday 2,000 volunteer workers visited 


an estimated 20,000 homes seeking 
pledges. 
* * * 


Students and Race. While Georgia 
Tech students filed their vigorous protest 
at the racist attitude of Governor Griffin 
(in seeking to stop Tech’s Sugar Bowl 
game with Pittsburgh because the latter 
has a Negro player), students elsewhere 
were demonstrating something of the 
Tech students’ spirit. In Baptist Stet- 
son University, DeLand, Fla., the Baptist 
Student Union executive council called 
for a resolution favoring admission of 
Negro students to a school which up- 
holds “Christian principles.” The stu- 
dent government association will conduct 
a vote on the question during the year— 
as to whether Negro students should be 
admitted in the fall of 1957. 

i 

No Foolishness. The ban of excom- 
munication has been lifted by the Roman 
Catholic bishop of Lafayette, La., from 
two parishoners who had protested the 
teaching of a racially integrated class in 
the parish school. After the women had 
‘indicated to their pastor their repentance 
for their actions,” the bishop restored the 
guilty persons but he warned that any 
Catholic who interferes with the work 
of the church by threats of violence will 
be excommunicated. 

a. 


British Students. Billy Graham, re- 
turning from a five-week speaking tour 
principally in British universities, sees 
a “great spirit of religious revival” 
among students. Following the week at 
Cambridge, 400 students who had made 
Christian commitments met with him for 
break fast. 

* * x 

Camps and Freedom. Protestant and 
Roman Catholic leaders in New York 
City are concerned about a code proposed 
by the city Health Department for sum- 
mer day-camps. ‘They see a threat to 
religious liberty because it would require 
a permit to conduct such camps or reli- 
gious schools. The code would govern 
any program, for children 6-13, running 


nine hours a week or more. A Baptist 

official said that under this plan, if adopt- 

ed, “the Commissioner of Health may 

well become the Commissar of Churches.” 
* * * 


Missions. In the Dayton, Ohio, meet- 
ing of the National Council’s Division of 
Foreign Missions, Presbyterian M. Rich- 
ard Shaull, dean of the theological sem- 
inary in Brazil, said that social revolu- 
tion around the world gives clear evidence 
that “God is so dissatisfied with things as 
they are that maybe he will not permit 
things to continue as they are.” Western 
economic and political imperalism and 
feelings of superiority among the races, 
he said, are doomed in the eyes of God 
and in practical fact. He also insisted 
that the average churchman does not do 
enough to influence social change. 

* * % 


In 25 Years. Also in the Dayton 
meeting, Charles W. Ranson, general sec- 
retary of the International Missionary 
Council, predicted that in another 25 
years at least a quarter of all U. S. college 
graduates will be going into overseas jobs. 
He urged churches to recruit as mission- 
aries young men who will “voluntarily 
submit to temporary celibacy” and there- 
by “be free from family responsibilities 
and better able to serve in difficult and 
dangerous areas.”’ 

* ok Ok 


Three Challenges. Dr. Ranson 
(above) sees three major challenges to 
the missionary movement: (1) Govern- 
ment restrictions on missionary opera- 
tions; (2) almost unprecedented human 
need; (3) the emergence of the “welfare 
state of mind” which takes from mis- 
sionaries their responsibility for health 
and education. 


LaRoe: ‘Protestant Churches 
Are Too Soft, Too Feminine’ 

Lone BEacu, Cat. (RNS)—Protestant 
churches “are too soft, too feminine, too 
sedate and too self-satisfied,” Wilbur La- 
Roe, Jr., former moderator ef the Presby- 
terian, USA, General Assembly, told a 
meeting of 1,000 Presbyterian men from 
Southern California. 

“The Protestant churches need more 
red blood,” he said. 

He called upon them to display a more 
aggressive attitude in the fight against 
divorce, gambling, crooked politics and 
racial bigotry. 

A former chief examiner for the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, Mr. LaRoe 
is now a Washington, D. C. attorney. 

At the meeting, John Dester, 61, of San 
Diego, was named Presbyterian Church- 


-man of the Year for Southern California. 


A crane operator, Dr. Dester has served 
his church as a ruling elder, president 
of the board of trustees and chairman of 
the pastoral committee. 
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WHY ABOLISH SANTA CLAUS? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“We have not followed cunningly de- 
vised fables. ...—II Peter 1:16. 


T HAS BEEN proposed by some 

earnest Christians that we abolish 
Santa Claus in the name of the Christian 
faith. In particular, it is alleged that 
children get Santa Claus mixed up with 
Jesus, and that having learned that Santa 
is a myth, they find it easy to believe that 
Jesus is not real either. Later in life, 
in the spirit of the editor who wrote the 
famous ‘Yes, Virginia; there is a Santa 
Claus,” they come back to the fur-clad 
saint as a symbol of goodwill, and they 
may even accept Jesus into the pantheon, 
or rather pan-symbolism, of Pictorial 
Symbols of Good Ideas. 

All Christians will agree that it is bad 
to give up believing in Jesus; and just 
about as bad to reduce him to the status 
of a “sufficient symbol”—a niche in the 
hall of imagination which could as well 
be filled by some other image. So, if 
Santa Claus, genial and generous though 
he is, could be proved to have contributed 
to such a loss of faith in the true Son of 
God whose human birthday we celebrate 
at this season, then—with whatever sen- 
timental regret—as loyal Christians we 
should have to abolish the saint as having 
stepped out of the bounds which a saint 
must observe. 

But is this necessary? Speaking per- 
sonally, out of the memories of a home 
where Santa Claus, scientific fact, and 
Jesus Christ all had their various honors 
due, I can testify that it is by no means 
dangerous to have Santa Claus around at 
Christmas time. (Not dangerous to a 
child’s faith, that is; the fire department 
is another matter.) It all depends on 
how the parents present Santa and how 
they present Jesus. 


Parents can be the cause of their 
children’s confusion, or they can help 
to keep the child from becoming con- 
fused. 


For one thing, Jesus will not be con- 
fused with Santa Claus, and the two will 
not be swept away together by the same 
wave of disillusion, if Jesus is not sea- 
sonal like Santa. Christmas time is the 
one time in the year when Christ, the 
name at least in combination, is on every- 
body’s lips, and the picture is in nearly 
everybody’s window. Christ can be felt 
out of Easter (strange as it may be) more 
easily than he can be left out of Christ- 
mas. 


Santa Claus’ name too is on the lips of 
millions, at the same season. But after 
New Years you do not hear much about 
Santa any more. If from Christmas to 
Christmas the child hears no more about 
Christ than he does about Saint Nick, 
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he will come to think of them both in 
the same light—part of the Christmas 
decorations, nice for December but out 
of taste for June. If, on the other hand, 
the child hears about Jesus every day 
in the year, and is shown how to make 
contact with him, he will not be confus- 
ing the Lord with a fairy-tale however 
charming. 


GAIN, a child will be in no danger 

of mixing up Santa Claus with Jesus 
if Santa Claus is presented more or less 
as a game, while our Lord is taken with 
utter seriousness. In my home there was 
a good deal of make-believe, but no one 
ever pretended that the make-believe was 
real. Parents with imagination can invent 
and play long games with their children, 
or suggest games to the children, which 
involve sometimes complicated make-be- 
lieve. Santa Claus can well be one of 
these. There was always a twinkle in 
my parents’ eyes when Santa Claus came 
up for mention. We wrote letters to him, 
stuck them up in the fireplace chimney, 
and received prompt replies. But I noted 
two things about those letters from the 
saint: he was careful not to promise any- 
thing my family couldn’t afford, indeed 
he was most particular about assuring us 
we would not get the more expensive 
items on our wishing-list. Furthermore, 
the letters were always in handwriting 
which resembled either Father’s or 
Mother’s (Mrs. Santa was supposed 
sometimes to write for her very busy hus- 
band). 

On top of all that, the Santa Clauses 
we used to see in the department stores 
were enough different so that it was quite 
easy to suspect some impersonation; and 
furthermore, we knew very well that no 
Santa Claus, even if he had a jet-pro- 
pelled sleigh, could possibly visit all the 
houses in the world in one night. 


So putting one thing together with 
another, we more than suspected a 
game; but we enjoyed playing it, almost 
up to the mature age of seven. 


When Santa Claus visited our house, 
as he personally did, what a wonderful 
time it was! But we could see that his 
beard didn’t quite fit him (beards were 
worn, in those days, and a phony one 
was easy to spot), and then he knew 
things about us that only Father or 
Mother could have known. But still it 
was the happiest game of the year, and 
we would certainly have wept if any 
religious purists had insisted on abolish- 
ing it. 

The other side of what has just been 
said is that Santa Claus is not going to 
be mixed up with Jesus Christ, if the 
children understand that Jesus is a reality 
to Father and Mother. Our parents, if 


they seemed at times to take Santa Claus 
seriously, clearly did so only for the bene- 
fit of the children. But they took Jesus 
seriously, every day and Sunday. And 
we knew it. 
They wanted to be like Jesus; but 
I never thought they had much ambi- 
tion to be like Santa Claus. 


GAIN, Jesus is going to be clearly 

different from Santa Claus, even 
for a child, if his parents present Jesus, 
that is to say, speak of him and think 
of him, as a genuine historical character, 
a figure in real history. Jesus of Naza- 
reth lived in a real time and place, a 
countryside and a village about which as 
children we used to hear. The Bible 
was about real places and persons, we 
knew. The “Jesus of history” was real 
to us, our parents saw to that. Santa 
Claus, though—living at the North Pole, 
which we knew was an icy waste, making 
toys of wood that didn’t grow there, keep 
ing reindeer in a place where nothing 
grows—we didn’t philosophize about it 
but we knew in our bones that Santa was 
a make-believe, a very nice, delightful 
make-believe, but no more real than 
fairies. 

And finally, there will be no confusion 
in a child’s mind if Jesus Christ is adored 
in his family as true Son of God. Prayer 
will be offered in his name, prayer will 
be directed to him, he will be everywhere 
accessible, even as God is. It is by him, 
not by Santa Claus, that acts and thoughts 
are judged; it is by his aid, not by that 
of any saint, that we become able to do 
what we could not do by ourselves. A 
child who grows up in a home where these 
beliefs are sincere, with parents who are 
living examples of the faith they talk 
about, will not confuse any one else with 
the Jesus he is early learning to love. 

Abolish Santa Claus? From a Chris- 
tian home? Far from it. On the con- 
trary, the Christian home is the one place 
where it is safe to play at Santa Claus. 
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MacCarroll Outlines 
Program for Chaplains 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. (RNS)—American 
Legion post chaplains over the country 
are being urged to undertake the moral 
and spiritual preparation of 14-, 15- and 
16-year-old boys for military training. 

Joseph MacCarroll, Trenton, N. J., 
new national chaplain of the Legion, 
outlined this goal to the veteran's or- 
ganization’s national executive commit- 
tee here. He said he would present the 
plan to Legion chaplains of each state 
when they come to Indianapolis for their 
national conference Jan. 10 and 11. 

Mr. MacCarroll said the preparation 
program would be “the real heart” of 
his work as national chaplain. He said 
the aim is to prevent young men subject 
to the draft or volunteer military service 
from “getting the idea that what they 
must do when they put on a uniform 
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is go out and see how much cain they 
can raise.” 

“We want them to see it is an honor 
to wear the uniform,” he said. 

Mr. MacCarroll said he also would 
stress during his one-year term a report 
put out jointly by the Nebraska Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction and the Amer- 
ican Legion Department of Nebraska 
entitled “Exploring American Documents 
for Moral and Spiritual Values.” He 
said it is a study of religious meanings 
in the Constitution and Declaration of 
Independence. 

The national chaplain, a Presbyterian, 
said the Legion’s “Back to God” move- 
of this adulthood, he said, is that it no 
longer needs to bring out the ideas of 
the three faiths through panels of min- 
isters, priests and rabbis. 

“We have grown past that need,” he 
said, explaining that the post chaplain 
now could speak for the whole post in 
the “Back to God” campaign without 
any idea of creedal divisions. 

In line with that policy, Mr. MacCar- 
roll said, the Legion’s Four Chaplains 
Day telecast early next year will em- 
phasize lay participation, with the na- 
tional chaplain the only clergyman on 
the program. “Thereby,” he said, ‘‘we 
want to make clear that God can be a 
reality in daily life.” 


Morehead, Chapel Hill 


In the past five years the Christmas 
program of the Morehead Planetarium in 
Chapel Hill, N. C., has developed to the 
ment is “now adult.” One implication 








FLORA MACDONALD 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
An Accredited Four-Year Liberal 


B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 
Christian Education for Christian 


MarsHALi Scotr Woopson, President 
“4 Superior College for Superior Students” 


COLLEGE 


Arts College 


Living and Service 








DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Early Application is Essential 
Freshman Class Limited to 250 


Selection, beginning February first, made from 
approximately 600 applications 


Apply Now—Davidson College, Admissions Office, Davidson, N. C. 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
(Kentueky’s Bluegrass Area) 


terian. 





Separate Campuses ..... 
for women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. 
Famous for distinguished alumni. 
Send for illustrated booklet 
Walter A. Groves, Ph. D., President 


Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. Presby- 


Fine facilities. 


Danville, Ky. 





point where more than 130,000 persons 
have attended it. 

It is claimed that scenes and special 
effects in the presentation make it prob- 
ably the largest single production ever 
presented by any planetarium in the 
world. The story of Christmas, “Star of 
Bethlehem,” follows the Biblical narra- 
tive and ministers, artists, technicians 
and faculty members of the University 
of North Carolina and Duke University 
lend their efforts. 

Performances are given at 8:30 every 
evening in the week and at 3 and 4 p.m. 
on Saturdays and 2, 3, and 4 p.m. on 
Sundays from late November through 
January 8 (except on Dec. 24, 25). 

Special showings for groups numbering 
100 or more are arranged at their con- 
venience. 

There are presentations for school 
children at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. daily 
except Sunday. 

The first portion of the presentation 
describes the heavens of almost 2,000 
years ago as seen from Bethlehem. Plane- 
tarium Manager A. F. Jenzano says, 
“The astronomical events we know to 
have occurred during that period are 
clearly explained. They were events 
which, if seen by the Wise Men, may have 
been interpreted as a very potent sign 
of scme impending great event. 

“We believe that we have discovered a 
scientific explanation for the Star of Beth- 
lehem if the star was indeed something 
in the sky for everyone to see. If, how- 
ever, it was a miracle given only unto the 
eves of the Wise Men to see, then science 
is powerless to explain it,” Mr. Jensano 
says. 

The second portion is a pageant telling 
the Christmas story and the final scene 
is that of a great cathedral. 


Main Emphasis 


In an effost to “keep clear the fact that 
the main emphasis of a college is intellec- 
tual growth and discipline,” Queens Col- 
lege (N. C.) officials are planning to re- 
move such courses as physical education 
from the main curriculum. President 
Edwin R. Walker recently indicated that 
under such a plan students would con- 
tinue to take part in these activities 
without credit and the number of credits 
required for a degree would be reduced. 
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From the White House Conference 


Moral and Spiritual Values 
Called Major School Purpose 


WaSHINGTON, D. C. (RNsS)—A major 
objective of America’s schools should be 
to develop “ethical behavior based on a 
sense of moral and spiritual values,” the 
White House Conference on Education 
declared in a report on educational ob- 
jectives adopted by a plenary session of 
more than 2,000 delegates. 

“The school must accept responsibility 
in determining its place in working in 
cooperation with appropriate community 
institutions and agencies toward enrich- 
ing the lives of its students,” the report 
declared. 

“Tt must help them apply ethical values 
which will guide their moral judgments 
and their conduct, and to develop the rec- 
ognition that these values stem from, 
among other sources, their spiritual and 
religious convictions.” 

The report declared, however, that ‘‘on 
this latter point, more time is necessary 
for the development of a common view- 
point.” 

In this way the conference sidestepped 
possible controversy over released-time 
religious instruction of students and pro- 
posals for touching religion or spiritual 
values in the schools. 

The adopted report was presented by 
Dr. Adam S. Bennion, president of 
Brigham Young University and chairman 
of the Utah Commission on Education. 
He is a member of the Council of Twelve 
Apostles of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints (Mormon). 

Preceding the drafting of the report, 
a spirit discussion took place at a num- 
ber of round tables over the question of 
what mention should be made of religion. 

With the report scheduled as the first 
to be adopted by the three-day confer- 
ence, it did not appear to the chairman 
of the various round tables, who met for 
the final drafting, that there was time to 
develop a more comprehensive statement. 

The report urged, among other funda- 
mental objectives of education, develop- 
ment of “respect and appreciation for 
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human values and for the beliefs of 
others.” 

It also urged that schools work to de- 
velop ‘“‘wise use of time, including con- 
structive leisure pursuits” and create in 
students ‘‘an awareness of our relation- 
ships with the world community.” 

The conference was divided into 180 
round tables of 11 members each as it 
worked on the development of its formal 
reports. 


Tax Funds and Private Schools 

The White House Conference also 
went on record as opposing the use of 
tax funds for the support of non-public 
schools. 

But it reported that “considerable sen- 
timent” existed among delegates that 
health and welfare services should be 
extended to non-public school students 
without discrimination. It said: 

“While the participants recognized the 
rights of parents to educate their children 
in non-public schools, in accordance with 
American tradition, a large majority of the 
participants did not favor the use of tax 
funds for support of non-public educational 
institutions. 

“A small number of participants dis- 
cussed the matter of health and welfare 
benefits to pupils of non-public schools. 
Among these participants there was con- 
siderable sentiment that ‘such services 
should not be denied these pupils.” 


Roman Catholics Are Pleased 

A Roman Catholic spokesman was 
quoted as of the opinion that the con- 
ference promoted ‘a lot of goodwill’ 
between public school officials and those 
who administer the nation’s private 
schools. 

Msgr. D. F. Cunningham, superinten- 
dent of schools for the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Chicago, and others said 
the conference accomplished much good 
simply by bringing together for the first 
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time at a national meeting of this kind 
the supervisors of public and non-public 
school systems to consider their mutual 
problems. 

Referring to a conference report that 
“considerable sentiment” existed for ex- 
tending auxiliary health and welfare 
benefits to non-public school students, 
Msgr. Cunningham said it was regret- 
table that this subject was the last item 
on the agenda submitted to the round 
tables for discussion under the general 
topic of school financing. 

“If this subject had been higher on 
the list so that it could have been ade- 
quately discussed at all the round tables,” 
he said, “I feel it would have had the 
overwhelming approval of all.” 

He said it was very encouraging to 
find that those who did discuss the issue 
felt strongly that students in non-public 
schools should receive such services which 
are given “not to the school system but to 
the individual child.” 


Here’s a Formula for 
Getting Rid of Pastors 


Los ANGELES (RNS)—Methodist Bish- 
op Gerald H. Kennedy has a formula he 
is going to deliver to the next committee 
that calls on him seeking to get rid of a 
minister for “inefficiency.” His prescrip- 
tion: 

“1. Look him straight in the eye when 
he is preaching, and say ‘Amen’ once in 
awhile. He'll preach himself to death 
within a few weeks. 

“2. Pat him on the back and brag on 
his good points. He'll work himself to 
death. 

“3. Start paying him a living wage. 
He’s probably been on starvation wages so 
long he’ll eat himself to death. 

“4. Rededicate your own life to Christ 
and ask the preacher to give you a job to 
do. He’ll probably die of heart failure. 

“5. Get the church to unite in prayer 
for the preacher. He’ll become so effective 
some larger church will take him off your 
hands.” 


NEXT WEEK—In these columns, Nels 
F. S. Ferré continues his criticism of the 
theology of Paul Tillich. 
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MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 


The Divided Heart 


Many are the tragedies which have 
followed in the wake of World War II 
and none more heart-rending than the 
wrenching apart of families, the disper- 
sal of innocent people and, above all, the 
status of countless children. 

In 1952, a boy who had been chosen 
for adoption in a war orphanage by a 
German couple when he was three years 
old and cared for until he was ten was 
claimed by a Yugoslav woman as her 
lost son, after he was traced to his fos- 
ter parents’ home by the International 
Refugee Organization. This thorny situ- 
ation received much attention in the press 
the world over and provoked many dis- 
cussions pro and con on the wisdom of 
the decision handed down by the U.S. 
Court of the Allied Commission for Ger- 
many. 

This same story has been taken as the 
plot of an intensely moving film drama, 
Tue Drviwep Heart, presented by the 
J. Arthur Rank organization and released 
in the United States by Republic Pic- 
tures Corporation. Charles Grichton has 
directed it with a sure hand and not in- 
dulged in sentimentalities. The crux of 
the matter is brought out in court and the 
climax comes with the result of the 
judge’s verdict. This is reached through 
many flashbacks which, in logical se- 
quence and without any forcing of the 
circumstances attached, retrace all the 
events preceding the momentous arrival, 
in the midst of the boy’s tenth birthday 
party—of the I.R.O. representatives who 
have followed the circuitous route of the 
previous years. His mother who had 
thought him dead wants him as her own, 
hence the dilemma under observation. 

Each women tells her story. The Yugo- 
slav mother, during the Nazi invasion 





*Rated by the Protestant Motion Picture 
Council. 
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is separated from her husband who is 
shot for helping the partisans, her baby 
boy is taken away, placed in a German 
orphanage and she is sent in exile to a 
concentration camp. After the war, when 
humanitarian agencies are instituted for 
the possible reunion of families, she seeks 
aid and the boy is found. 

The German mother has known tragedy 
and separation also. From the coming 
of the frightened and frail child to her 
home and his subsequent legal adoption, 
she has given him love and care, has made 
untold sacrifices for him during the years 
her husband spent in a Russian prison 
camp. Genuine affection unites the boy 
and his foster parents. 

The decision is not hastily made. Each 
woman strives to see the other’s claims 
in the light of the boy’s needs and they 
achieve a large portion of mutual sympa- 
thy. Finally, after the boy has had a 
chance to get acquainted with his “blood” 
mother and the judge deems it wise to 
place on his young shoulders the care of 
this woman tragically offended by des- 
tiny, we see him leave Germany for his 
native land. 

Because of the high strung suspence, 
of the principles involved, of the superb 
acting of all concerned, of the authentic 
backgrounds of the Bavarian Alps and 
of Yugoslavia, this is a memorable film, 
a compelling argument against war. 
FOR: Family. 

TO HELL AND BACK (Universal-In- 
ternational) Technicolor and Cinema- 
Scope. This is the story of Audie Murphy, 
the most decorated soldier in American 
history, who is starred in this film version 
of his autobiography by the same title. 
Audie was born June 20, 1924, in a four- 
room sharecropper shack. He was the sec- 
ond of nine children in a family whose 
income was never more than $600.00. In 
June, 1942, when he was 18 years of age, 
five feet and five inches tall and weigh- 
ing 112, he joined the American army. He 
fought in Tunisia, Italy, France, Germany 
and Austria. In thirty months he rose 
from PFC to company commander and 
received twenty-four decorations, includ- 
ing the Medal of Honor, which was for 
his heroic work at Holzwihr when he 
stopped singlehandedly the German coun- 
terattack of two infantry companies and 
six tanks. In part, this official citation 
reads: ‘Twice Murphy’s company lost 
sight of him in clouds of fire and smoke. 

. His clothing was riddled. . .. His 
trouser leg was soaked with blood. Mur- 
phy’s deadly fire killed dozen of Nazis and 
the enemy line wavered.” A realistic film, 


done in good taste and with excellent 
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direction and acting. The horrors ang 
utter waste of war might possibly make 
nations resolve to find other ways of 
settling differences.” FOR: Adults, Young 
People. 


THE AFRICAN LION (Walt Disney), 
Technicolor. An exciting true-life adven. 
ture film which is an authentic camera ree. 
ord of actual happening of nature’s crea. 
tures—not only lions, but all the strange 
and almost incredible wild life on the 
high plateau country of Africa. Photo. 
graphed by Alfred G. and Elma Milotte 
with the cooperation of the Nationa] 
Parks of Kenya, Tanganyika, Uganda and 
South Africa and the Game Reserve and 
Game Departments of Zululand, Kenya, 
Uganda and Tanganyika. The musical 
score complements the pictorial scenes in 
this excellent film. FOR: Family. 


New Approach Urged 
Toward Alcoholics 

CINCINATTI, O. (RNS) — Clergymen 
must adopt a new approach to alcoholics 
if they are to give them effective help, 
it was agreed by a Methodist-sponsored 
conference here. 

The meeting, a Consultation on the 
Rehabilitation of Alcoholics, was at- 
tended by professors of pastoral coun- 
selling from nine of the 10 Methodist- 
related theological seminaries in this 
country and by professionals in the fields 
of medicine, social work and local church 
ministry. Also present were staff mem- 
bers of the Methodist General Boards of 
Temperance and Education. 

The conferees said congregations must 
function as “rehabilitation fellowships 
demonstrating understanding for the 
problem drinker” and church people 
“must be ready to accept him for what 
he is as a person.” 

They said alcoholism must be recog- 
nized as a “symptom of total personality 
need.” 

Other proposals in their “new ap- 
proach” were: 

Cooperation between religion and med- 
icine, psychiatry, Alcoholics Anonymous 
and other rehabilitation groups. 

Intensive clinical training under the 
broad supervision of doctors, churchmen, 
social workers, and psychiatrists. 

The group urged that a series of sem- 
inars and workshops be held for pastors 
to provide orientation in the new ap- 
proach. 


Crucifixion 

An old professor of mine, a true man 
of God, used to say, “When you don’t 
see the way clearly, take the one by 
which you will be crucified.” Was he 
wrong?—D. SoMERVALL in The British 
Weekly. 
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THE PERIL OF INSINCERITY 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for January 1, 1956 
Luke 11:14-12:3,54-59; Print 11:29-44 


Insincerity is a subtle evil, which is 
hidden at times even from ourselves. In 
the religious life it takes varied forms, 
some of which are illustrated in our 
present lesson, 


|. The Pharisees’ Charge, 
Luke 11:14-36 


1. The charge, 14-16. Jesus was cast- 
ing out a demon that was dumb, i.e., the 
man possessed by the demon was dumb, 
probably deaf, and according to Mat- 
thew, blind as well. The people mar- 
veled, probably because they thought that 
no exorcist could succeed in so difficult 
acase. No one denied that a wonderful 
cure had been performed, but some of 
those standing by (Pharisees, Matthew 
informs us) charged that Jesus’ super- 
natural power came through his league 
with the Devil, which, in a superstitious 
age, Was a very dangerous charge. Others 
sneeringly suggested that he might clear 
himself of this ugly charge by a sign, 
i.e., Some spectacular display of heavenly 
power. 

Did Jesus’ enemies actually believe 
that he was in league with the Evil One, 
or was this a charge deliberately con- 
cocted to discredit him with the people? 
We cannot be sure, but men are quick 
to believe the worst of those whom they 
fear or distrust on other grounds. We 
do not accuse those who differ with us 
today of being in league with the Devil, 
but some of us are quite ready to place 
the Communist tag on those who differ 
with us, and it serves the same purpose. 
Some of those who probably have to fall 
back on the Communist charge are no 
doubt consciously insincere, others prob- 
ably have persuaded themselves that it is 


true. It is a species of unconscious in- 
sincerity. 
2 


2. The answer, 17-22. Jesus first 
points out the absurdity of the charge 
that he is in league with the Devil. Any 
realm that is divided against itself can- 
not stand. And if Satan is actually 
working for the dismemberment of his 
own realm, then surely his end is near. 
He adds an argument ad hominem. Jew- 
ish exocists were known all over the 
Roman Empire for their success in cast- 
ing out demons. If Christ casts out 
demons through the power of Beelzebub, 
the same charge can be brought against 
their own sons, i.e., against Israelites 
generally. If, on the other hand, he 
casts out demons by “‘the finger of God,” 
simple reliance on the power of God, as 
distinct from the universal use of charms 
and incantations by Jewish exorcists, the 
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only valid explanation is that he has 
broken Satan’s power, making available 
for men generally the blessings of the 
Kingdom of God. 

3. The practical application, 23-26. 
If this is true—if Satan and Christ are 
opposed—then anyone who _ opposes 
Christ, or who stands by on the side- 
lines, is really giving aid and comfort 
to the Devil. In such a conflict one can- 
not be neutral. One who does not gather 
men with Christ into the family of God 
is in effect tending to scatter, to divide 
man against his fellowmen. (To pon- 
der: Can a man be for Christ if he re- 
fuses to join the church? Can a man 
ever be neutral when a great moral issue 
arises ?) 

Jesus illustrates the danger of attempt- 
ing neutrality by his story of the unclean 
spirit who, wandering in desert places, 
determined to return to his former abode. 
He found it swept and in order, but empty 
—with nothing good to replace the evil 
which had been dispelled. He proceeded 
to take possession of the house (the man’s 
heart) with seven other demons more 
evil than himself, and the last state of 
the man was worse than the first. This 
is a truth which finds frequent illustra- 
tion in life. As the ancient proverb has 
it, “The devil finds some mischief still 
for idle hands to do.” Alcoholics Anony- 
mous recognize that it is not enough to 
swear off; the way to conquer alcoholism 
is to develop new and absorbing inter- 
ests, including the helping of fellow- 
victims. A man’s life is ruled by some 
dominant interest, if not devotion to 
God and his purpose for mankind, then 
some lesser good, or some positive evil. 

4. A pious platitude, 27-28. A woman 
in the crowd, greatly impressed by Jesus’ 
remarks, invoked a blessing upon his 
mother. Jesus indicates that she has 
overlooked the significant point. To be 
the mother of Jesus brings no blessing 
in itself. The divine blessing is avail- 
able for all those, but only for those, 
who do the will of God. (What would 
Jesus say, do you suppose, to a Roman 
Catholic who builds his religion around 
devotion to the Virgin Mary?) 
5, An evil generation, 29-32. Jesus 
returned to the demand for a sign first 
raised in vs. 16. The demand infers 
that nothing that Jesus had yet done con- 
stituted a satisfactory proof of the reli- 
gious authority which he claimed. Jesus 
replied: “This generation is an evil 
generation; it seeks a sign, but no sign 
shall be given to it. . . .” What he con- 
demns is the blindness of the race to 


spiritual evidence. If it were not an evil 
generation it would recognize that suffi- 
cient signs had already been given to it. 
“No sign shall be given to it,” Jesus 
continues, “except the sign of Jonah.” 
It was the preaching of Jonah that he 
had in mind, as indicated quite clearly 
in vs. 32. After all, that was the only 
sign which Jonah gave to the men of 
Nineveh; he preached repentance and 
they repented because his words aroused 
their conscience, not because of a story 
that he had been swallowed by a whale. 
(The reference to the whale found in 
Mt. 12:40 is quite evidently an editorial 
comment, added after the resurrection.) 
Why could no sign be given? Why 
cannot we have some sign today to prove 
beyond a doubt that Jesus is the Savior 
of mankind? J. E. Ross has answered: 
“Tf the stars could have shaped them- 
selves into a handwriting of flame, or if 
the winds could have turned themselves 
into a trumpet to proclaim the name of 
Jesus, such a sign could have no con- 
verting power. Some might have been 
frightened into an outward submission, 
but will and motive would not have been 
changed. There was then no sign—no sign 
at least such as souls of that type were 
likely to understand—yet there were signs 
indeed to be seen by all but the wilfully 
blind. There was a sign for those who 
knew their sin (one greater than Jonah) ; 
there was a sign for those who knew their 
ignorance (one greater than Solomon).” 
Refusal to heed such signs, Jesus pro- 
ceeded to point out, is due to moral blind- 
ness (vss. 33-36). There is a very close 
connection between this paragraph and 
the preceding one. In the first Jesus says 
that the only sign that shall be given is 
the sign of Jonah, i.e., the proclamation 
of the gospel. Here he speaks of the en- 
tire sufficiency of this sign in the case of 
everyone who has the eyes of his soul 
open to behold it. Christ has lighted the 
lamp and put it on the stand that all may 
see (vs. 33). If, therefore, that light 
has not entered our soul it is because of 
some defect in our moral vision (vss. 
34-36). On the other hand, “if your whole 
body is full of light, having no part dark” 
—in other words, if mind, will, conscience 
are lighted by the divine truth—‘it will 
be wholly bright, as when a lamp with its 
rays gives you light’—i.e., such a man 
will light the world about him (vs. 36). 


Il. Jesus’ Charge, Luke 11:37-54 

While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee 
asked him to dine with him. Whether it 
was friendship which prompted the in- 
vitation, or curiosity, or hidden malice, 
we are not told. All we know is that he 
dined with the Savior of the world, and 
was offended by his failure to wash his 
hands ceremonially before he sat down 
at the table—like some people who go 
to church and find only something to 
criticize, or listen to some great preacher 
and remember only this or that point in 
which he was not entirely orthodox—ac- 
cording to their conceptions. 

Jesus proceeded not unkindly, but very 
seriously, to point out some defects in the 
Pharisees’ practice of religion. Some 
critics have felt that this was unbecom- 
ing in a guest. But Jesus had been in- 
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vited as a public teacher of religion; his 
host had raised the question and in effect 
invited Jesus to explain how his concep- 
tion of religion differed from theirs. He 
had only a few more weeks to live, and 
it was important that he take advantage 
of every opportunity to convince men of 
the truth. ‘His words,” as Erdman says, 
“are full of warning for his followers in 
all ages; religion ever tends to become 
a matter of form and ritual; hypocrisy is 
often unconscious; its practice is almost 
universal.”” As Jesus points out, Phari- 
saism fails in six definite particulars: 

1. It magnifies ceremonies at the ex- 
pense of conduct—‘the outside of the 
cup.” To wash hands and cleanse ves- 
sels as a matter of religious ceremony, 
when one’s conduct is unaffected, says 
Jesus, is futile. And that is always the 
tendency of Pharisaism, to think that 
observance of forms or acceptance of 
doctrines make one religious, even when 
the fundamentals of brotherly living are 
forgotten. The Pharisees of Jesus’ day 
succumbed to two evils—extortion (Rsv), 
the methods which they employed; and 
wickedness, the goals which they pursued. 
It is foolish, Jesus indicates, to be scru- 
pulous about keeping material objects 
clean while the soul itself is polluted 
within (vs. 40). Benevolence he adds, 
is a better way of keeping meals free 
from defilement than scrupulous cleans- 
ing of vessels. Selfishness is the real 
pollution in the sight of God (vs. 41). 
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2. Pharisaism magnifies trifles, but 
neglects the essentials (42)—‘for you 
tithe mint and rue and every herb, and 
neglect justice (not judgment as in the 
KJV) and the love of God.” Jesus does 
not condemn the tithing of garden herbs, 
but only that distortion of values which 
allows this to become a substitute for 
our fundamental obligations toward God 
and man. 

3. Pharisaism exalts itself in the eyes 
of men, but conceals its own corruption 
(43-4). You welcome the praise of men, 
both in the church and in the market- 
place, Jesus says to the Pharisees, but 
you conceal from them, and perhaps from 
yourself, the disagreeable truth about 
your own lives—like unmarked graves. 
According to Jewish conceptions, a man 
who touched a grave was unclean for 
seven days. Hence graves were usually 
whitewashed as a warning. A man who 
thinks that religion consists in the ob- 
servance of religious forms and in trivi- 
alities that do not affect the main char- 
acter of his life, deceives himself and 
others. 

At this point Jesus was interrupted by 
one of the lawyers who was present. The 
lawyers were the professional teachers 
and the recognized leaders of the Phari- 
saic party; in denouncing the Pharisees 
in general, Jesus seemed to include even 
the proud expounders of the Law. Jesus 
replied that religious teachers who are 
insincere, or who allow their religion 
to become a mere matter of form are most 
of all to be rebuked. Three faults par- 
ticularly characteristic of religious teach- 
ers he proceeds to point out. 
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4. They burden the religious life with 
non-essentials and do not really help the 
people to fulfill them (vs. 46). His ref- 
erence here is to the intolerably burden- 
some interpretations by which the scribes 
augmented the written law. They made 
it far more severe than it was intended 
to be, explaining every doubtful point in 
favor of rigorous ritualism. And 0 
religion became burdensome rather than 
helpful (compare the rigors of the old 
fashioned Sabbath). 

5. They honor prophets who have 
spoken in the past, but destroy those 
who speak in the living present (47-51). 
You build tombs for the prophets, said 
Jesus, because they are dead, and their 
message no longer disturbs you. But 
your fathers killed them, and you would 
serve in like manner any living prophet 
who came among you. So you prove 
yourselves to be the children of your 
parents. The long and persistent re- 
fusal of the Jews to listen to the voice 
of God brought to them through the 
prophets, Jesus proceeds to point out, is 
now about to bear its final fruit in the 
destruction of the nation at the hands 
of the Romans. 

Though Jesus was speaking to religious 
leaders in his own day, there are eternal 
principles here that we do well to con- 
sider. The great danger facing all re- 
ligious people is that they will recognize 
the voice of God as it came to men in 
other days, but refuse to heed God’s voice 
which is coming to them in their own day. 
We honor prophets who are dead, whose 
voice can no longer disturb us, but we 
do not recognize the prophet who calls us 
to unwelcome duties, who reminds us of 
unpleasant truths at the present time— 
in regard to race, let us say. Jesus’ 
words should serve to warn us that any 
people who persistently refuse to respond 
to God’s living messengers will, in the 
end, meet disaster (in one form or an- 
other), no matter how reverently they 
honor the Word of God as it came to men 
in other days. 

6. They miss the way for themselves 
and therefore lead others astray (vs. 52). 
“By laying emphasis on the wrong things, 
the scribes have obscured the will of God. 
Claiming to open the Scriptures, they 
have really closed the book and made the 
knowledge of God impossible.” 

In vss. 53-54 Luke describes the effect 
of Jesus’ words upon the religious lead- 
ers. It is not hard to understand why 
they were enraged. But they would have 
been wiser if Jesus’ words had led them 
to take stock of their own religious life. 
And if we are wise we will apply these 
words not merely to the Pharisees but to 
ourselves. For these are the dangers of 
religion in every age. And it may be that 
we ourselves have not altogether escaped. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches.  Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


Christmas Books 
THE CHRISTMAS STORY AND ITS 
EASTER SEQUAL. William Allen Knight. 
W. A. Wilde Co., Boston. 80 pp., $1.50. 
By the author of the Song of the Syrian 
Guest. 





CHRISTMAS ECHOES, Vol. 10. L. M. 
Brings, editor. T. S. Denison & Co., Minnea- 
polis. 96 pp., $1.25, paper. 

An annual of Christmas literature and 
art. A Lutheran Free Church publica- 
tion. 


A TREASURY OF CHRISTMAS SONGS 
AND CAROLS. Henry W. Simon, editor. 
Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston. 242 pp., 
$4.95. 

Stress the first word in the title, for 
this volume is really a treasure, not only 
for musicians but more especially for 
families. Here are the songs and carols 
from around the world and across the 
ages. The illustrations and printing are 
beautifully done. Our cover sketch is 
taken from the volume. 


CHRISTMASTIME IN SWEDEN. Alice J. 
Sorenson. Augustana Book Concern, Rock 
island, Ill., 38 pp., $1.25, paper. 

Pictures and songs to help you under- 
stand Christmas celebrations in Sweden. 


A Few Books of 
Special Interest 


YEARBOOK OF AMERICAN 
CHURCHES FOR 1956. National 
Council of Churches, New York. 
Standard reference work for all churches, 
ministers and leaders. 304 pp., $5. 


NEW TECHNIQUES FOR CHURCH 
FUND RAISING. Othniel A. Pen- 
dleton, Jr. McGraw-Hill, New York. 
Shows the steps to take for a really 
thorough program of church finance. 


Tested procedure. 365 pp., $5. 


THE SCROLLS FROM THE DEAD 
SEA. Edmund Wilson. Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, N. Y. The popularly-told 
story of the most exciting manuscript dis- 
covery in a century. Wilson has made the 
story of technical scholarship available 
to the general public. 121 pp., $3.25. 


ON LISTENING TO ANOTHER. 
Douglas V. Steere. Harper & Bros., 
N.Y. The successor to Rufus M. Jones 
at Haverford College here offers help in 
the meaning and practice of worship. 
71 pp., $1.50. 


THE GIFT OF POWER. Lewis J. 
Sherrill. Macmillian, New York. 
With the challenge of the power of the 
natural world, man becomes aware that 
his indaequacy is serious—and danger- 
ous. Dr. Sherrill, now at Union Sem- 
inary, N. Y., maintains that the Christian 
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religion can teach men how to receive 
the needed power. The substance of the 
book constituted the Jones lectures at 
Austin Seminary in 1952. 205 pp., $3. 


POWER TO MANAGE YOUR- 
SELF. Harold B. Walker, Harper & 
Bros., N. Y. The pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Evanston, IIl., has 
a clearly written volume of sermons on 
a currently popular topic, but his answer 
is not the superficial approach of some of 
the “positive thinkers.” Instead, he puts 
it like this: ‘Sometimes we die still 
climbing . . . but it is better by far to 
go on climbing and to end on a cross 
than to give up and quit. . . . We cannot 
glorify Him if we leave God’s gifts in 
us unwrapped because no adventure lures 
us.” 237 pp., $3. 


NEW TESTAMENT FAITH FOR 
TODAY. Amos N. Wilder. Harper 
& Bros., N. Y. Harvard’s professor of 
New Testament Interpretation is con- 
vinced that ‘hosts of men today are 
alienated from the Christian faith in part 
because orthodoxy has misused the lan- 
guage of faith’ but, he says, modernism 
has failed to feel ‘the full force of the 
classic imagery.” ‘This is an important 
book, dealing with primary issues. Bult- 
mann, the German scholar now so in- 
fluential, receives major attention (i.e., 
more extensive references than any other) 
and his deficiencies are pointed out. 186 


pp., $2.50. 


THE BIBLE SPEAKS TO YOU. 
Robert McAfee Brown. Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia. This is a grand 
book—not only for trained students but 
for average churchmen who want some- 
how to understand the Bible better and 
find a workable method in studying it. 
Individuals or groups using this small 
volume will find the Bible coming alive 
for them as they deal with the specific 
issues here discussed. Formerly at Ma- 
calester College, Dr. Brown is now on the 
Union Seminary, N. Y., faculty. 320 


pp., $3. 


THE MINISTER’S CONSULTA- 
TION CLINIC. Simon Doniger, edi- 
tor. Channel Press, Great Neck, 
N. Y. Termed “pastoral psychology in 
action,” this volume offers replies to 11 
questions about procedure in pastoral 
counseling. From two to five specialists 
answer each question. 316 pp., $3.95. 

ALL OF THE WOMEN OF THE 
BIBLE. Edith Deen. Harper & Bros., 
N. Y. With the avowed objective of deal- 
ing with every woman in the Bible, this 
book offers 316 biographies including 
52 “searching studies’’ of the more prom- 
inent ones, 125 “shorter sketches” of the 
named women and 125 “sketches” of the 
nameless women in the background. It 
is of great value for study and reference 
and should be in all church and many 
other libraries. 410 pp., $4.95. 


DEEP RIVER. Howard Thurman. 
Harper & Bros., N. Y. The dean of 
the chapel and professor of spiritual 
disciplines at Boston University offers 
“reflections on the religious insight of 
certain of the Negro spirituals.” This 
is an enriching piece of work. TIllustra- 
tions by Elizabeth Orton Jones. 96 pp., 
$2. 


CHILDREN’S PRAYERS FROM 
OTHER LANDS. Dorothy Gladys 
Spicer, editor. Association Press, 
N. Y. Just what its title indicates, this 
book is a prize. For boys and girls 8-12. 
Some of these prayers appear in English 
for the first time. Specialists in religious 
education assisted in the choices. 124 
pp., $1.75. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


All of the Women of the Bible. 
Deen. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $4.95. 

Citizen’s Guide to De-Segregation. Her- 
bert Hill and Jack Greenberg. Beacon 
Press, Boston. $1.00, paper. 

Inspiring Messages for Daily Living. 
Norman Vincent Peale. Prentice-Hall Pub- 
lishers, N. Y. $2.95. 

So Send I You. Ruth Isabel Seabury. 
Christian Education Press, Philadelphia. 
$1.25. paper. $1.50, cloth. 

The First Book of Mythology. Kathleen 








Edith 


Elgin. Franklin Watts, Inc., N. Y. $1.95. 
Towards a Science of Pence. Theo. F. 
Lentz. Bookman Associates, N. Y. $3.00. 


High Is the Wall. Ruth Muirhead Berry. 
Muhlenburg Press, Philadelphia. $3.50. 

Scholarships, Fellowships and Loans— 
Vol. 3. S. Norman Feingold, Bellman Pub- 
lishing Co., Cambridge, Mass. $10.00. 

20th Century Encyclopedia of Religious 
Knowledge—2 Volumes. Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. $13.50. $15.00 after 
December 31, 1955. 

The Mysticism of Paul the Apostle. Al- 
bert Schweitzer. Macmillan Co., N. Y. 
$5.00. 

Luther. Rudolf Thiel. Muhlenburg Press, 
Philadelphia. $5.00. 

The Great Peacemaker. Ralph C. Smed- 
ley. Borden Publishing Co., Los Angeles. 

2.50. 

Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide—1956. Edited 
by Frank S. Mead. Fleming H. Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J. 2.50. 

Alternatives to the H-Bomb. Edited by 
S. M. Levitas. Beacon Press, Boston. $1.00, 
paper. 

Anxiety and Faith. Charles R. Stinnette, 
Jr. Seabury Press, Greenwich, Conn, $3.50. 

Preface for Parents. Anita Wheatcroft. 
Seabury Press, Greenwich, Conn. $1.75. 

A Place of Adventure. John H. John- 


son. Seabury Press, .Greenwich, Conn. 
$2.25. 
New Testament Faith for Today. Amos 


N. Wilder. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.50. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 


ORANGES AND GRAPEFRUIT 


The JUICIEST, SWEETEST and FINEST 

ORANGES and GRAPEFRUIT are grown 
in Manatee River section of Florida. Write 
for illustrated folder. WAGGONER’S, 
Route 2, Manatee, Fla. 
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Duke University Library 


. Durhas, N. C. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Carl R. Pritchett, First church, Ander- 
son, S. C., has accepted a call to the 
Bethesda, Md., church. 

Stanton Sizemore, a recent graduate of 
Fuller Seminary in California, who has 
been supplying the pulpit of the Greene 
Street church, Augusta, Ga., has been 
called to the pastorate of that church. 

Charles J. Norvell, upon completing a 
graduate year at Princeton Seminary, has 
become pastor at Ashland, Va., 403 Vir- 
ginia St. 

E, P. Nichols from Newnan, 
S. East St., Covington, Ga. 

Perry E. Tudor from Dunlap, IIl., to 547 
Moss Ave., Peoria 5, Ill., where he is as- 
sistant minister of the Westminster 
church, 

W. Halbert Campbell from Hammond, 
N. Y., to Box 52, Theresa, N. Y. 

Chauncey V. Farrell from Texarkaha, 
Ark., to the Shawnee church, Louisville 
12, Ky. 

Frank McElroy, Jr., from APCM, Bul- 
ape, Mweka, to APCM, Moma, 
Congo Belge, Africa. 

George T. McKee from Mountain Home, 
Ark., to 475 St. Louis St., Batesville, Ark. 

George Wallace Doherty from Troy, N. 
Y., to Schoharie, N. Y. 

Luther L. Price from Tampa, Fla., to 
919 Valencia, Coral Gables, Fla., where he 
is assistant pastor of the First, USA, 
church. 

Chas. W. Jennings from Wentworth, 
N. C., to 701 Va. Ave., Spray, N. C. 

F. R. Elder from Glendale, Ohio., to 346 
Bodine Rd., Clarence, N. Y., where he is 
serving as interim pastor. 

Paul W. Hoffman, formerly of Wiggins, 
Miss., has begun his new work as assist- 
ant pastor of the West End church, Hope- 
well, Va. 

Reuben Sulc, recent graduate of Fuller 
Seminary in California, is now chapel 
pastor of the West End church, Hopewell, 
Va. 

Ray Hanson who has been serving the 
West Hopewell, Va., church since his 
graduation from Union Seminary (Va.) 
this year, has accepted a call to the 
Peaks, Laurel Grove and Cool Spring 
churches, Rt. 5, Bedford, Va. 

Richard F. Perkins, fellowship student 
at Union Seminary (Va.), has accepted 
a call to the Blackstone, Va., church. He 
is already supplying the pulpit and will 
assume full duties there in March. 

Shirley Guthrie, Jr., completing work 
toward the Ph. D. degree at the University 
of Basel, Switzerland, is returning home 
this month, Box 1216, Kilgore, Texas. 

Kenneth M. Keller has been installed 
as executive for the Synod of New Mexico 
in Santa Fe. 

Pierre C. Toureille, formerly of John- 
town, N. Y., has been received into Ashe- 
ville Presbytery of the U. S. church. He 
and Mrs. Toureille will make Montreat, 
N. C., their American home. They sail 
this month for Belgium for six months be- 
fore going as short-term missionaries to 
the Congo. 

Otis C. Brown, Bristol, Tenn., will begin 
his new work at the Appalachia, Va., 
church Jan. 1. 
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Hiram H. VanCleve has accepted a call 
to the new Edgemont church, Bristol, 
Tenn. 

P. Herbert Parsons, from Jacksonville, 
Fla., to assistant superintendent of the 
Presbyterian Home, Anchorage, Ky. 


BLAKE TRIP 

Eugene Carson Blake, Presbyterian, 
USA, Assembly’s Stated Clerk, will go 
again to spend the Christmas season 
conducting religious services for members 
of the armed forces in foreign lands. Go- 
ing as president of the National Council 
of Churches, Dr. Blake will visit eight air 
bases of the Northeast Command in New- 
foundland, Labrador and Greenland. Last 
year he made the same kind of tour in the 
Far East, 


AWARD 

Howard M. Wilson, pastor of the Tinkl- 
ing Spring church, Fishersville, Va., 
recently received an award of merit from 
the American Association for State and 
Local History for writing The Tinkling 
Spring, Headwater of Freedom: A Study of 
the Church and Her People. Both that 
church and Hermitage, also served by 
Dr. Wilson, also received similar awards. 


McGAUGHEY 

Janie W. McGaughey, retiring in Janu- 
ary as executive secretary of the Presby- 
terian, U. S., Board of Women’s Work, 
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plans to study at New York’s Biblical 
Seminary, 235 E. 49th St., NYC 17, be 
ginning in late January. 


DEATH 

James S. Montgomery, 82, died in Day- 
tona Beach, Fla., Nov. 18. Born in Ireland, 7 
he began his ministry in the USA church 
and served in the U. S. church since 
1906. His last pastoral minstry was at the 
Greenwich, Va., and Delaplane and Aldie 
churches. 

Robert Douglas Campbell, 85, died Dee, 
2 in Laredo, Texas. He had worked among ~ 
the Spanish-speaking people of Laredo” 
and Texas for 50 years, helping organize 
Texas-Mexican Presbytery and teaching 
in the Spanish Department of Austin 7 
Seminary 1933- 1946. , 


OPPOSITION IN VIRGINIA 5 

In Falls Church, Va., the Association of 
Protestant Ministers met on Dec. 7 and 
adopted a resolution opposing the pro 
posals of the Gray Commission on the 
Public Schools and the legislative recom- 
mendation seeking to circumvent the Su- 
preme Court ruling on segregation. An 
early January vote has been set in Vir- | 
ginia, calling a Constitutional Convention 
to permit the payment of tuition from pub- 
lic funds to private, non-sectarian schools. | 
The Falls Church ministers oppose this 
and other diversionary efforts. 
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